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BIOGRAPHY
Iván Franco (b. 1979, Ourense, Spain) is a contemporary artist based in Barcelona
whose work explores the philosophical tensions between reality, perception, and
simulacrum. His practice is deeply influenced by post-structuralist thought,
particularly the writings of Jean Baudrillard, interrogating the unstable relationship
between images and truth. Franco’s work exists within the realm of conceptual
abstraction, where the visual field is not merely a representation but an active
questioning of reality itself

Franco’s work moves beyond traditional modes of representation, rejecting any
clear distinction between the real and the simulated. His paintings function as
objects in themselves—matter-images that transcend narrative to emphasize
presence and meaning through form. Drawing upon strategies that mimic the
mechanisms of reality, Franco challenges the way we identify and interpret truth,
questioning whether it exists at all.

Central to his work is the notion that images do not simply reflect reality but,
rather, construct and mediate it. His paintings and installations blur the line
between sign and substance, evoking a contemplation of existence through the
lens of the simulacrum. As Baudrillard suggests, Franco’s works do not attempt to
reveal an underlying truth but rather expose the idea that truth itself may be an
illusion.

Franco’s artistic inquiry is deeply tied to the discourse surrounding image-making
and its relationship to perception. His works reference a long lineage of
philosophical and artistic investigations into representation, from iconoclasm to
contemporary media theory. Like the simulacrum, his works do not attempt to
conceal or reveal anything—they simply exist as a self-sustaining presence,
destabilizing the viewer’s assumptions about authenticity and meaning.

Franco’s work has been exhibited in galleries and institutions across Spain and
internationally. His conceptual approach has placed him at the forefront of
contemporary debates on the nature of image and representation, garnering
critical attention within both artistic and philosophical circles.

Iván Franco’s work is an invitation to reconsider the way we engage with images,
reality, and perception. Through a conceptual and material investigation of
simulacrum, his practice does not seek to define truth but to reveal its inherent
instability. His paintings do not simply depict—they challenge, unsettle, and
demand contemplation, offering a powerful meditation on the nature of existence
itself.
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